Finances I

Financial Philosophies & Reminders

The Financial Christian World View:

#1: God __owns_ it all: “The earth is the __Lord’s___, and all it contains, the __world__ and those who dwell in it.” (Psalm 24:1)

#2: We are to ____manage__ what God has given us: “Let a man regard us in this manner, as __servants_ of Christ, and _stewards_ of the mysteries of God.”  (I Corinthians 4:1)

#3: Jesus spoke more about __money__ than anything else. That means money must be

extremely ___important__ in our ___relationship__ with God.

#4: It is the __”love”__ of money and not money itself that is the __root__ of all evil: Loving money leads to dishonesty, greed, deception, and hoarding. (I Timothy 6:10)

#5: In the __Old___ Testament it is written that we should give _10%_ of the money that passes through our hands back to God. (Malachi 3:10). That’s a good place to start; however…
#6: In the _New__ Testament the message is we are to acknowledge that not only does God own it all, but that we are to _center_ everything we have been given around the cause of “Christ” (our _time__ , our __money_ , our _possessions_ ).  After all, God owns it all and gives money to us so we can disperse it according to his will.  (Matthew 6: 19-34, Matthew 19:16-30)

#7: Our ultimate __purpose__ in life is to have a right relationship with our Creator (glorify God) and to __positively_ influence those we come in contact with for Christ.

Thus, our financial goals should reflect a Christian World view. With every dollar which passes through our hands we should ask the question, “How can I use this dollar to better my relationship with God and/or help to better someone else’s relationship with God.

Therefore giving funds to Christian causes should be a main priority in our financial planning.

You will have lots of money pass through your hands during your lifetime, most likely millions of dollars. Disperse them wisely.

#8: It is better to _give__ than to __receive__ : The world tells us we benefit when we receive something. However, Jesus turns that thinking upside down and says those who give benefit more than those who receive. The benefit is not the reason we give; however, we serve a God who honors our giving. 
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