Foundational Topic Four: Comparison of Creative and Judicial Thinking

Goals: 1) To understand the difference between Creative and Judicial Thinking and 2) to ask students to place their Judicial “thinking hats” on the shelf whenever working on their Visionary Notebooks

Time Allotment: 20 minutes

Supplies Needed: An up-front board, markers/chalk, and pencils. Before the session write ‘Judicial Thinking’ and ‘Creative Thinking’ on the up-front board.

1. Say: I want to introduce to you two types of thinking, Judicial Thinking and Creative Thinking. (Point to words ‘Judicial Thinking’ and ‘Creative Thinking’.) Both are important. We need to be able to think creatively in order to problem-solve effectively. Yet, we need to think judicially in order to choose between multiple problem-solving ideas. Creative Thinking helps us to come up with new ideas.  Judicial Thinking allows us to ask hard questions to identify possible pitfalls to our new ideas.

Let’s see how Judicial and Creative Thinking play out when introducing an idea.  Imagine that I am a member of a congregation that wishes to evangelize and grow in membership and you (the students) are now a church council…

2. Assume role. Say (enthusiastically): I have a new idea! I can solve our evangelism problem with two words! “Swimming pool.” Let’s build an in-ground Olympic size swimming pool. We’ll call it the ____________ (fill in the name of your congregation) Swim Club and if you are a member of our church, your family gets a huge discount for joining. We’ll have scores of young families joining our church. What do you think?

3. Ask students to think judicially. Say: First, I want you to put on your judicial ‘thinking hats’ and shoot down my idea. What would be your response? What words or phrases would you say if you wanted to stop my idea?

Note: Students could do this activity in large group or in table groups.

4. Create a list on the up-front board.

Add any of these statements, if they have not been already mentioned:

· It’s too expensive to build a pool.

· It will never work.

· The congregation will never approve it.

· It’s never been done before.

· What do we know about running a swim club?

· We already have a community pool.

· The city will never let us do it.

· We’d have to expand the parking lot.

· That’s the wrong motivation for joining a church.

· The insurance costs would be astronomical.

· What if someone drowns?

5. Say: These responses are important to consider, but have you noticed how you’ve completely shut down my idea? When first given a problem perhaps it would work better to use our creative ‘thinking hats’.  Let’s give it a try. Take off your judicial ‘thinking hat’ and put on your creative ‘thinking hat’.  This time only say encouraging words or statements which would support my new idea and would help us move forward.

6. Have students share in large group, or work in small group and then share with the large group.  Create a list of positive statements on the up-front board. Add any of these statements, if not already shared:

· That’s a great idea.

· I like it.

· I say give it a try.

· How can we help you?

· What would be the next step?

· Do you know anyone else that’s done something similar?

· Put together a written proposal.

· Let’s go outside and walk around the property to see where we could build it!

7. Say: Way to think creatively! Again, both types of thinking are important. After

brainstorming lots of ideas (point to creative thinking), we need to narrow down the list to the best idea (point to judicial thinking). However, when working on our visionary notebooks, we want to be creative. We want to come up with multiple ideas, huge goals, and big dreams.  When we are working on our Visionary Notebooks, we will place our judicial ‘thinking hats’ on the shelf.

Okay, Strap on your creative ‘thinking hats’. It’s time to begin!

